iTp/'jj* King Panel Investigator *' 
^k h Fi&w to City to Retrieve 

■■.i- i>- Three 


lyifmi of tbs i.'i:iiti-mi!!ion dollar iavesti:;ation into tin: 1968 assassins- : ! 
tit in of Ur. lyfanin l.uUiet' Kin,.; Jr. ; a Munptu:; Las bt:en shrouded m , 
■■ secrecy, b.it :i v/ii l.-.m.cd today tli.it one Washington Lasted investiga- , 
tor flew into Memphis to take possession of three S&H Green Stamps 
found in the glove compartment of James Earl Kay’s car. . 

■ Four or five investigators for the House Committee on Assassina- • 
tions spent several hours photographing the stamps in Ray’s car last > 
November before the investigator, Ralph Locke, flew into the city to J 
receive them from John L. Carlisle, chief investigator for the Shelby 
County attorney general. 
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estioned about Ike in* • 
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llul tic K«ve llie stamps lu lactic. Car lisle 
uliQ said dial the stamps did not belong to 
Kay, llui eui.vicUd i layer ef King, hut io 
two Memphis homicide detectives win, 

■ . drove Ray's Ji.i:'.luned cur in Atlanta back 
to Memphis before Kay's trial. 

A homicide delusive, who declined to 
. : be identified, said the four or five investi- 

~ r . gators who fomul ihe S ft- H Green Stain|>s 
were told at tile rime that the stamps prob- 
ably wuc loft in the car by the iktcctives 
•• f :• returning Ray’s cur. bat Locke still decid-. . 

,ed to come, to Memphis to pick up the 
••' ""'‘stamps as part of ihe investigation. 

: ‘They got real excited about finding the 

. i. slumps because- lliey were nut included in 
. • 1 ‘our report (on live coni Ails of Kay's be-, 

•% longings in the cai),’* the detective said. 

“I guess inoy iv.aiied lo check them (the 
. 1 ■ stamps) out,” Carlisle said, “t tlunk they 
ought to get credit lor finding them. After 
hli, they arc liable !o bn able to gat enough 
of them lo fiil a book. Then they could 

• , redeem them for a gift or put theoi on 
V > . ; display io the (National) Aichivcs wlusra 

'Vy„.;’.iy- v ve r tone could look at them.” : J ■ 

! ...r ■ .Carlisle said 1.8 did .tsi know if tbs com- 
mittee’s investigators found anything in 
the car besides Ihe stamps to warrant 
' Locke’s trio to Memphis, lint a source in 
; . the. homicide squad said nothing, Use was 

; found in Kay’s car. which about 10 years . 

; ago was emptied a*' all of its contents ex- 
i '/■ . ccpt for the police oliictrs’ stamps. 

V AJ1 of the tiles and evidence relating to 

the King assassin n ion were taken to 
Washington last y. ar after the renewed in- 
/-• ■ . vestigation into King’s death was approved 
. by the.O.S. House of Kc-pieseotatives with 
V:'.. a $2.S-inilljim budget. 

• . • . Spokesmen for the House Committee on 
; ■ • Assassinations, when contacted in Wash— 

- - , iiigton, D.C , refused to discuss the green 
, stamps, Locke's trip to Memphis Nov. 14 
or any aspect of the investigation. 

‘‘Under the rules of die committee, as. 
r-' you may know, we’re not allowed lo dis- 

• cuss ihe details or the investigation,” 

■ ■ Locke said in answer io a question about 

j “.'. - - . the discovery of die green stamps. 

G. Hubert fiiakey, chief counsel of the 
v ■ ' committee, could not be reached for com- 
ment, but bis special counsel was located. 
When asked about Ihe green stamps llie 
L special counsel, Charles Mailiews. said: “I 






couldn’t comment mu: way > r (he other.” 

• < Blakey. who succeeded Kicbatd Sprague 
after he resigned over a pu.Jic feud will: 
Rep Henry 1!. i>-wct!o*, IV: csss, the lot 
nier committee cliairman, took over dircc 
lion of the investigation into King's slaying 
list .June by .ordering a news blackout w> 
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.. ' Carlisle, when questioned , about the 
green stamps, spoke ivttlwr sarcastically 
. about (he worth cf the stamp ; to the inve.;- 
. ligation. , 

■ k ”1 think the taxpayers jughr to know 
about 'his Jir.-n i i\. It’; ready importani. 
t hope they fiiii something. I don't knew if' 
, ■ Dick, Tracy want:; to come out ot retiio- 
raent or not on (hi:; one,” Carlisle said. 

(hie of the homicide squad officers who 
returned Kay’ii > nr !o Meiijpliiii III year . , 
apt) told Carlisle tliat he rot the green 
i stamps because of a purchase lie bad made 
at a store while diming between Atlanta 
and Memphis. The officer said lie consid- 
ered turning the stamps in with his ex- 
pense mebent, but decided against it be- 
cause of the paperwork and left the. 



'Tho city uf Memphis may huve a claim i 
lo those stamps, " Carlisle siiid, “because it ) 
was their money that was used to bring the , 
car buck to Memphis.” 

“If they found three stamps with the t> 
first $2.S-inillipn (the House approved as ■ 
their budget for tho investigation), maybe 
they can finish the book (used by savers of j 
green stamps for redemptions for gifts) -3 
with the other $2.5 million (expected to be J 
spent by the end of the year),” he. said. .v. j 
With the turning over of the green-,; 
stamps, Carlisle said, “We have turned j 
over to them every piece of evidence in * 
that case. They have ail the evidence. I t 
know of nothing else that, could be tttrne^ jj 

'• A spokesman for the S i H Green | 
Stamps Redemption Center at 1104 E. f 
Urooks Road said green stamps now are 
available only to such agencies as car dea-’ ! 
let-ships where" employees gain- them in '» 
sales incentive programs: However, about ' f 
10 years ago, when the three green stamps ; | 
were received by. the homicide detectives 
driving Ray's car to Memphis, the stare ps-'-pj 
could have been given to them at a grocery - > 
store for a purcliase us small as 30 cents, 
the spokesman said, v . V • i V ■ ’ i| 
Green stamps have no numbers or codes-' * 
on them, the spokesman said, to identify t £ 
the store which gave them out as a bonus ’ r 
after a purchase. ' i* -i 

The green stamps were found the scCt P 
ond time investigators came to Memphis .) 
to view Ray’s car, which remains impound-. -'! 
ed at an uadis cldsed location. During the" >] 
first trip, the investigators viewed only the J 
outside of .the car, a homicide detective'! , 
said. • vs 1 

Only about a wonib ago investigators a 
again came to the city to inspect the car,; -t; 
the detective said. ; • •'• :• ; t 

“I ilon’t know what else they can find: -f 
They’ve milled this tiling dry.” the.dstec-,; 
live said. , -• 

Part of tlte reason for the numeruus vis-' 
its to the city by the committee's investi- • 
gators, the Memphis detective said, is tiled; 
frequent turnover of employees on tjie in- „■ 
vestigation. ■' t - ' ' 

“Every few weeks some new jnvestiga- ; 
tors come out here and look at: the same, ., 
things that other ones did earlier ” the do-..,-, 
tcctive said. “They can’t seem to keep any-: ,, 
body.” ■ . . -• 


Ray, .Claims Photo Link / 

J . ' PETROS, Tenn. (AP) — James Earl Ray, serving a 99- ! 
year sentence for the slaying of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. 
but still protesting his innocence, said Wednesday he has 
made positive identification of a photograph depicting a 
man who is really responsible for the assassination. 

Tho photograph was shown to him two or three 
months ago, Ray said. Assassinations buff Mark lane of 
l.os Angeles, Kay’s lawyer, is debating wheth ,-r to turn (lie 
photo over to the U.S. House Assassinations Committee or 
iff a judge. .. 

Inlet viewed at Brushy Mountain State Penitentiary, 
Ray said the photo depicted “Raoul," a man Uav says set 
him up to tid e the bl.-mio lor the Ap.il I. I'M, .mi|»rr 
i •, laying in Memphis of the civil rights leader. Ray says the 
! loan is a I ruin ’.villi auburn Pair, of medium height and 
build, sad that he believes the name Raoul was an alias. No 
official investigation has ever confirmed Raoul's cxis- 


Tj ' : Asked who gave him th:« '’holograph, K ;| y said, “Well, 

gj| 1 wouldn’t want to go into that, because you know, the 
pi House committee n„ rt '. . ..'•m-’ua him. I’ve ' : ,o 

.c n lawyer, and we haven't dt-cidca just «um to do about ibis , 
'H ; mailer yet." Ray said he still docs not know Ihi.’ul’s 1'unl 
.-j name, but he thinks it can lie (lifcrinined tlnoi.-gh investi- 

The assassiuatic.as committee, he said, hod iniL been 
.» .- V told or the photograph yet. " 
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